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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David S. Gesner on August 30, 2006. 

2. Claims 1,-3, 5-8, 10, and 25 -35 have been amended as follow: 

1 . An information distribution system for use in a system in which a user device is in 
communication with a plurality of provider systems including at least first and second provider 
systems, each provider system being operable to process a transaction initiated by the user 
device, each transaction comprising a provision of information to a provider system by the user 
device, the information distribution system comprising: 

an interface which receives the information provided by the user device; 

a database, in communication with the interface, in which the received information is 
stored; and 

an information manager in communication with the database and the plurality of provider 
systems which is operable to: 

identify components of information usable by the first provider system or by the second 
provider system in performing a transaction , wherein said components of information comprise a 
list of checkout questions used by the first and second provider systems : 

determine which of the components of information are related; 

upon determining that certain of the components of information are related, group 
the related components of information into checkout objects; 

evaluate the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects [that 
should] to be transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects [that 
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should] to be transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout 
objects [that should] to be transmitted to both the first provider system and the second provider 
system; and 

transmit the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second set of 
checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the second provider system. 

2. The information distribution system according to claim 1, wherein the interface is a 
network interface coupled to a network including one or more clients. 

3. The information distribution system according to claim 1, wherein the database is a 
relational database (RDBMS). 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. The information distribution system according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
components of information comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the user device. 

6. In a system in which a user device is in communication with a plurality of provider 
systems including at least first and second provider systems, each provider system being 
operable to process a transaction initiated by the user device, each transaction comprising a 
provision of information by the user device, a method for sharing information among provider 
systems, comprising acts of: 

(A) receiving the information provided by the user device; 

(B) storing the information; 

(C) identifying components of information usable by the first provider system or by the 
second provider system in performing a transaction , wherein said components of information 
comprise a list of checkout questions used by the first and second provider systems : 

(D) determining which of the components of information are related; 
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(E) upon determining that certain of the components of information are related, grouping 
the related components of information into checkout objects; 

(F) evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects [that 
should] to be transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects [that 
should] to be transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout 
objects [that should] to be transmitted to both the first provider system and the second provider 
system; and 

(G) transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second 
set of checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the 
first provider system and the second provider system. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the act (A) further comprises receiving the 
information over a communication network. 

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the act (B) further includes storing the 
information in a database. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. The method according to claim 6, wherein at least one of the components of information 
comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the user device. 

11-24. (C^ceA\e<^) 

25. At least one computer-readable storage medium having instructions encoded thereon, 
which instructions, when executed in a system in which a user device is in communication with a 
plurality of provider systems including at least first and second provider systems, each provider 
system being operable to process a transaction initiated by the user device, each transaction 
comprising a provision of information by the user device, a method for sharing information 
among provider systems, perform a method comprising acts of: 
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(A) receiving the information provided by the user device; 

(B) storing the information; 

(C) identifying components of information usable by the first provider system or by the 
second provider system in performing a transaction , wherein said components of information 
comprise a list of checkout questions used by the first and second provider systems ; 

(D) determining which of the components of information are related; 

(E) upon determining that certain of the components of information are related, grouping 
the related components of information into checkout objects; 

(F) evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects [that 
should] to be transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects [that 
should] to be transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout 
objects [that should] to be transmitted to both the first provider system and the second provider 
system; and 

(G) transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second 
set of checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the 
first provider system and the second provider system. 

26. The at least one computer-readable storage medium according to claim 25, wherein the 
act (A) further comprises receiving the information over a communication network. 

27. The at least one computer-readable storage medium according to claim 25, wherein the 
act (B) further includes storing the information in a database. 

28. The at least one computer-readable storage medium according to claim 25, wherein the 
act (C) further comprises identifying the first component of information based upon a mapping 
between components of the received information and components expected by the first and 
second provider systems. 



29. The at least one computer-readable storage medium according to claim 25, wherein the 
first component of information comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the user device. 
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30. The at least one computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, wherein the system 
further comprises a third provider system, the act (C) further comprises identifying components 
of information usable by the first provider system or by the third provider system in performing a 
transaction, the act (D) further comprises determining which of the components of information 
usable by the first provider system and which of the components of information usable by the 
third provider systems are related, the act (E) further comprises, upon determining in the act (D) 
that components of information usable by the first provider system or the third provider systems 
are related, grouping the related components of information into checkout objects, the act (F) 
further comprises evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects 
which should be .transmitted to only the first provider system, a fourth set of checkout objects 
that should be transmitted to only the third provider system, and a fifth set of checkout objects 
that should be transmitted to both the first provider system and the third provider system, and the 
act (G) further comprises transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider 
system, the fourth set of checkout objects to the third provider system, and the fifth set of 
checkout objects to the first provider system and the third provider system. 

31. The at least one computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, wherein the act (B) 
further comprises storing a plurality of attributes for each of the components of information, the 
plurality of attributes including first and second attributes, the first attribute defining a format for 
providing components of information to the first provider system, the second attribute defining a 
format for providing the components of information to the second provider system, and wherein 
the act (G) further comprises transmitting components of information to the first provider system 
as defined by the first attribute and to the second provider system as defined by the second 
attribute. 

32. . The information distribution system of claim 1, wherein the system further comprises a 
third provider system, and wherein the information manager is further operable to: 

identify components of information usable by the first provider system or by the third 
provider system in performing a transaction; 
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determine which of the components of information usable by the first provider system 
and which of the components of information usable by the third provider systems are related; 

upon determining that components of information usable by the first provider system or 
the third provider systems are related, group the related components of information into checkout 
objects; 

compare the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects which should be 
transmitted to only the first provider system, a fourth set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the third provider system, and a fifth set of checkout objects that should be, 
transmitted to both the first provider system and the third provider system; and 

transmit the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the fourth set of 
checkout objects to the third provider system, and the fifth set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the third provider system. 

33. The information distribution system of claim 1, wherein the database stores a plurality of 
attributes for each of the components of information, the plurality of attributes including first and 
second attributes, the first attribute defining a format for providing components of information to 
the first provider system, the second attribute defining a format for providing components of 
information to the second provider system, and wherein the information manager is further 
operable to transmit components of information to the first provider system as defined by the 
first attribute and to the second provider system as defined by the second attribute. 

34. The method of claim 6, wherein the system further comprises a third provider system, the 
act (C) further comprises identifying components of information usable by the first provider 
system or by the third provider system in performing a transaction, the act (D) further comprises 
determining which of the components of information usable by the first provider system and 
which of the components of information usable by the third provider systems are related, the act 
(E) further comprises, upon determining in the act (D) that components of information usable by 
the first provider system or the third provider systems are related, grouping the related 
components of information into checkout objects, the act (F) further comprises comparing the 
checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects which should be transmitted to only 
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the first provider system, a fourth set of checkout objects that should be transmitted to only the 
third provider system, and a fifth set of checkout objects that should be transmitted to both the 
first provider system and the third provider system, and the act (G) further comprises 
transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the fourth set of 
checkout objects to the third provider system, and the fifth set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the third provider system. 

35. The method of claim 6, wherein the act (B) further comprises storing a plurality of 
attributes for each of the components of information, the plurality of attributes includes first and 
second attributes, the first attribute defines a format for providing components of information to 
the first provider system, the second attribute defines a format for providing components of 
information to the second provider system, and wherein the act (G) further comprises 
transmitting components of information to the first provider system as defined by the first 
attribute and to the second provider system as defined by the second attribute. 

3. Claims 4, 9, and 1 1-24 have been canceled. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272-6798. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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